
Dear Parishioners,  
2021 is coming to an end and it is a time of coming together as families 

and parishes communities to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord. These 

celebrations connect us together as community and prevent us from 

losing touch with who we are as people of faith.  

Even though we have had the ongoing challenges caused by the 

pandemic, Christmas will be the most wonderful time of the year for our 

parishes communities. Let us relate our challenges to the birth of our 

Saviour and the immense joy and hope it brings.  

Maybe we will not feel the same delight as pre-pandemic Christmas 

celebrations: food, lights, carols, gifts, friends and family. Some of that 

excitement may not be there for some, at this Christmas. 

However, the most important thing that we celebrate at Christmas is still 

“Christ is born for us.” There is always hope when we come together, as 

God has come amongst us, in Jesus. It is in and through human history 

that the marvellous deeds of God are accomplished. In spite of human 

failure, we still see God’s love around us. In spite of our ignorance and 

weakness we still have faith, and move on with life.  

Christ is born for us. As the prophet Isaiah says: “The people that walked in 

darkness has seen a great light; on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light 

has shone” (Isaiah 9: 1). We can identify ourselves with the people of 

Israel, because we have personally walked in darkness during this 

pandemic.  

In the midst of our challenges, God has shattered the darkness of night 

with the light of His Son. There is no darkness so dark, that Christ cannot 

bring light and peace into it. As we celebrate this Christmas, we are 

invited to long for that light, Jesus Christ, who has come and given 

himself for us as St Paul describes in his letter to Titus: “He sacrificed 

himself for us in order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a people so 

that it could be his very own and would have no ambition except to do 

good” (Titus 2: 14).  

No matter what circumstances we may find ourselves in at this stage, let 

us rejoice because “today is born our saviour, Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 11). 

We rejoice because Christ is born for us. We rejoice because Christ is the 

source of light and life. 

We, your priests, are thankful to all parishioners for your ongoing 

support and prayers, and we wish you and your family a safe and blessed 

Christmas and a happy New Year. 

                Fr Greg Bourke     Fr Linh Pham 

MASS TIME 
 

Our Lady’s 
 

     Friday       10:00 am 

Saturday  5:00 pm 
Sunday  9:00 am 

 

    Communion Service  
     Wednesday     10:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  

First Saturday:  
10:30am—11:00am 

 
 

St Ambrose’s 
 

Thursday  10:00 am 

Sunday  10:30 am  
 

    Communion Service  
      Tuesday        10:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Second Saturday:  
10:30am—11:00am 

 

St Joseph’s 
 

Wednesday  10:00 am 

Saturday  6:30 pm  
(Resumes on Saturday 5 February) 

 

Sunday 9:00 am & 5:00 pm 
 

Italian Mass:  
Resumes on Sunday  

13 February at 10:30am 

Communion Service  
       Tuesday        10:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Third Saturday:  
10:30am—11:00am 

 

St Fidelis’ 
 

      Tuesday          9:15 am 

      Friday              9:15 am 
      Saturday         6:00 pm 
      Sunday            11:00 am 

Italian Mass:  
1st & 3rd Sunday at 9:30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Fourth Saturday:  

10:30am—11:00am 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD, Year C                                                             25 December 2021 

We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people as the traditional custodians of the land upon which our three parishes stand. 



First Reading                                       Isaiah 9:1-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The people that walked in darkness 

has seen a great light; 

on those who live in a land of deep shadow 

a light has shone. 

You have made their gladness greater, 

you have made their joy increase; 

they rejoice in your presence 

as men rejoice at harvest time, 

as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils. 

For the yoke that was weighing on him, 

the bar across his shoulders, 

the rod of his oppressor, 

these you break as on the day of Midian. 

For all the footgear of battle, 

every cloak rolled in blood, 

is burnt 

and consumed by fire. 

For there is a child born for us, 

a son given to us 

and dominion is laid on his shoulders; 

and this is the name they give him: 

Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God, 

Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. 

Wide is his dominion 

in a peace that has no end, 

for the throne of David 

and for his royal power, 

which he establishes and makes secure 

in justice and integrity. 

From this time onwards and for ever, 

the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

The word of the Lord.   
 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

(℟.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 

    sing to the Lord all the earth. 

   O sing to the Lord, bless his name. ℟. 
 

2. Proclaim his help day by day, 

    tell among the nations his glory 

    and his wonders among all the peoples. ℟. 
 

3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad, 

    let the sea and all within it thunder praise, 

    let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

    all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

    at the presence of the Lord for he comes, 

    he comes to rule the earth. ℟. 
 

4. With justice he will rule the world, 

     he will judge the peoples with his truth. ℟. 

Second Reading                                   Titus 2:11-14 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus 

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made 

salvation possible for the whole human race and 

taught us that what we have to do is to give up 

everything that does not lead to God, and all our 

worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and live 

good and religious lives here in this present world, 

while we are waiting in hope for the blessing which 

will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great 

God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for 

us in order to set us free from all wickedness and to 

purify a people so that it could be his very own and 

would have no ambition except to do good. 

The word of the Lord.   

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world: 

today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

Alleluia! 
 

Gospel                                                      Luke 2:1-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the 

whole world to be taken. This census – the first – took 

place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and 

everyone went to his own town to be registered. So 

Joseph set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 

and travelled up to Judaea, to the town of David called 

Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in 

order to be registered together with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. While they were there 

the time came for her to have her child, and she gave 

birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because 

there was no room for them at the inn. In the 

countryside close by there were shepherds who lived 

in the fields and took it in turns to watch their flocks 

during the night. The angel of the Lord appeared to 

them and the glory of the Lord shone round them. 

They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be 

afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be 

shared by the whole people. Today in the town of 

David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the 

Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ 

And suddenly with the angel there was a great throng 

of the heavenly host, praising God and singing: 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven 

and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’ 

Gospel of the Lord.  
 

 

Readings Next Week: Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6. 12-14;  Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52 



 Prayers of Intention:  
For the Sick: We pray for the sick of our parish and for all 

who have asked for our prayers.  

Recently Deceased: Ray Arthur  

Anniversaries: Jack Murtagh, Salvatore Giardina, 

Graziella Gallo, Wadih Makhlouf, Milia Makhlouf, Eid 

Family, Stanislaw & Giovanna Sieminski, Sam Milicia 

Francesco Carchedi, Carchedi Famiglia and Zalora 

Famiglia. 

 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA  

The Gospel situates the birth of Jesus within 

Roman rule of the first century. Through the 

Incarnation, the ordinary becomes transparent and 

reveals the extraordinary; the divine is known in 

the child. Only those of humble heart experience 

this wonder. They behold it and they come to 

embrace it. In fact, it is the nature of this child, 

born in history, to reverse the orders of power. 
 

God is portrayed as a valiant liberator who 

champions the cause of justice and who brings a 

liberation that reverses history and the ways of 

war, power and oppression. This reversal is made 

more shocking by the fact that the one who is the 

mighty warrior and conqueror of the nations is a 

child. This child is the weak and voiceless one, the 

one who has neither power nor legal rights. God's 

reversal of the long-standing realities of this world 

is accomplished through the apparently 

insignificant, through the gift of this child who is 

given to us in the middle of the night. 
 

Something new has happened: the age of God's 

fulfilment has arrived. The age of grace and fresh 

hope, made available to all people of good will, is 

an era of redemptive presence. Now all people can 

walk in the newness of life and grace. Yet, while 

this new age has begun, it is not yet fully realised. 

We live believing in its presence and awaiting its 

fulfilment. Although we are celebrating Christmas, 

we still await the final coming of the Lord. 

 

Christmas and New Year Office Opening 

Hours 
The parish offices will be closed from Friday 24th 

December 2021 and will reopen on Tuesday 11th 

January 2022.  During this time, if you have any 

enquiries or any urgent matters, please email or 

call the parish mobile 0452 180 037. A priest will be 

monitoring the emails and the phone and will 

attend to your enquires as soon as practicable.  

Dear Parishioner's 
Il 2021 sta volgendo al termine ed è tempo di riunirsi 
come famiglie e comunità parrocchiali per celebrare 
la Natività di nostro Signore. Queste celebrazioni ci 
uniscono come comunità e ci aiutano a non perdere il 
contatto con chi siamo come persone di fede. 
Anche se la pandemia ci ha messo di fronte a 
innumerevoli sfide, questo Natale sarà il periodo più 
bello dell'anno per le nostre comunità parrocchiali. 
Mettiamo in relazione le nostre sfide con la nascita 
del nostro Salvatore e con l'immensa gioia e speranza 
che essa porta. 
Forse non proveremo la stessa gioia delle 
celebrazioni natalizie pre-pandemia: cibo, luci, canti 
natalizi, regali, amici e famiglia. Parte di 
quell'eccitazione potrebbe non esserci per alcuni, 
questo Natale. 
Tuttavia, la cosa più importante che celebriamo a 
Natale è ancora "Cristo è nato per noi". C'è sempre 
speranza quando ci riuniamo, perché Dio è venuto in 
mezzo a noi, in Gesù. È attraverso la storia dell’uomo 
che si compiono le opere meravigliose di Dio. 
Nonostante il fallimento umano, vediamo ancora 
l'amore di Dio intorno a noi. Nonostante la nostra 
ignoranza e debolezza, abbiamo ancora fede e 
andiamo avanti con la vita. 
Cristo è nato per noi. Come dice il profeta Isaia: “Il 
popolo che camminava nelle tenebre ha visto una 
grande luce; su quelli che abitano in terra di tenebre 
profonde una luce rifulge” (Isaia 9,1). Possiamo 
identificarci con il popolo di Israele, perché abbiamo 
camminato personalmente nelle tenebre durante 
questa pandemia. 
In mezzo alle nostre sfide, Dio ha frantumato le 
tenebre della notte con la luce di Suo Figlio. Non c'è 
oscurità così buia che Cristo non possa penetrare con 
la sua luce e la sua pace. Nel celebrare questo Natale, 
siamo invitati a desiderare ardentemente quella luce, 
Gesù Cristo, che è venuto e si è donato per noi, come 
san Paolo descrive nella sua lettera a Tito: «Si è 
sacrificato per noi per liberarci da ogni malvagità e 
purificare un popolo perché sia suo e non abbia 
ambizione se non di fare il bene» (Tt 2,14). 
Non importa in quali circostanze ci troviamo in 
questo periodo, rallegriamoci perché «oggi è nato il 
nostro salvatore, Cristo Signore» (Lc 2,11). Ci 
rallegriamo perché Cristo è nato per noi. Ci 
rallegriamo perché Cristo è fonte di luce e di vita. 
Noi, i vostri sacerdoti, siamo grati a tutti i 
parrocchiani per il vostro continuo sostegno e le 
vostre preghiere, e auguriamo a voi e alle vostre 
famiglie un Natale sereno e benedetto, e un felice 
anno nuovo. 

                      Fr Greg Bourke  Fr Linh Pham 



Contact  
 

Parish Priests 
 

Fr Linh Pham 
Fr Greg Bourke 

 

After Hours or Emergency please call  
Mob: 0452 180 037  

 

Secretaries 
 

St Joseph’s, West Brunswick 
Enza Cannizzo  

183 Hope Street, 
West Brunswick 3055 

Ph: 9380 4789 
brunswickwest@cam.org.au 
(Tue—Fri 9.00am—5.00pm) 

 
 

St Fidelis, Moreland  
Jenny Di Valentino  

49 Clarendon Street,  
Coburg 3058 
Ph: 9386 1224 

Email: moreland@cam.org.au  
(Tue—Fri 9.00am—1.00pm) 

 

St Ambrose's Brunswick  
Sandra Laybourne  
287 Sydney Road,  
Brunswick 3056  

 

Our Lady’s East Brunswick  
49 Nicholson Street,  
East Brunswick 3057 

Ph: 9380 1023 
Email: bbe@cam.org.au 

(Tue, Thur & Fri 9.00am—4.30pm) 
 

 

 

Safety of Children and All 
Vulnerable People 

 

We hold the care, safety and 
wellbeing of children and all 
vulnerable people, as a central and 
fundamental responsibility, of our 
parishes. The Parish Statement of 
Commitment and the Reporting 
Process, are on display in all 
churches, and all Parish Policies are 
available, on the website:  
bmcatholicmission.org.au 

INDOOR MASK WEARING AGAIN BE COMPULSORY 
From 11:59pm Thursday 23 December 2021, face mask is required 
for gatherings indoors (except in your home) for people aged eight 
and over, except for those with medical exemptions. Check-ins are 
still required at Places of Worship either scan QR code or manual 
for those don’t have smart phone . 
 

MASS TIMES AFTER CHRISTMAS AND JANUARY  
All Mass times, weekday and weekend, will be as normal.  

No Communion Services at Our Lady’s and St Ambrose between 

26 December 2021 to 9 January 2022.  

 

ST JOSEPH’S ITALIAN AND FAMILY MASSES  
 Italian Mass resumes on Sunday 13 February at 10.30am 

 6.30pm Mass resumes on Saturday 5 February 

 

ST FIDELIS PARISH THANKSGIVING ENVELOPS  
Your Thanksgiving envelopes are ready for collection in the foyer 

area of the church.  Thank you for your continued generous 

support. 

 

FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, 28 DECEMBER 
Scripture tells us that the Mothers of  the Holy Innocents 
were “weeping for their children.” Devonport Mothers are doing 
the same, and so many other Mothers too. 
Join in prayer for all Mothers at the Communion Service  
on TUESDAY at St Joseph’s at 10.00am – 10.30am. 
 

PRAYER 
St Joseph’s Chapel at West Brunswick and Lady’s Chapel at St 
Fidelis are opened for private prayer and meditation before 
Blessed Sacrament. 
 

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE TO RENT 
A family in our parish is looking to rent an economical, three 

bedroom house in the Coburg and Pascoe Vale south area.  Please 

contact the St Fidelis office if you may be able to help.  


